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Sir: 

Further responsive to the outstanding rejection of March 7, 2006, please change the 
Remarks in that AMENDMENT to read as follows: 



REMARKS 

At page 6 of the AMENDMENT of June 7, 2006, please amend the second full paragraph 
to read as follows: 

In a second step, the consumable electrode is melted under vacuum. During melting the 
steel under vacuum, Mg which is formed as the MgO type oxide vaporizes, whereby oxide 
inclusions are decomposed to generate oxygen which diffuses into a gas phase and a liquid phase 
so that oxide inclusions are reduced. Further, by such remelting, it is also possible to reduce 
the Mg content to "less than 15ppm", a content level which does not adversely affect the 
toughness of the maraging steel. Although a part of the oxygen diffuses into the molten steel to 
generate fresh oxide inclusions, such oxide inclusions are fine because the melting process is 
carried out under vacuum. See the present specification at page 8, lines 16-26. 
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As additional remarks, Applicants wish to point out that the maraging steel as defined in 
claim 5 contains from more than 0 to less than 15ppm Mg, the maraging steel being a final 
product material. On the other hand, the consumable electrode should contain not less than 
5ppm Mg. When the consumable electrode is subjected to vacuum remelting, the Mg content 
(i.e., not less than 5ppm) decreases (for example, to be close to 0) by vaporization. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 
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